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Greetings from the President & CEO
Dear Friends;

After 19 incredible years with the Janeway Children’s Hospital 
Foundation, this will be my final message from the Desk of the 
President and CEO, before my retirement.  As we move forward with 
our plans for the 37th Annual Janeway Children’s Miracle Network 
Telethon, I wish to begin this message by sending a heartfelt “Thank 
You” to all of you who have so generously supported the Janeway 
Foundation and, in turn, the excellence in healthcare that our 
Newfoundland and Labrador children need and deserve.  

Over the past 37 years we have experienced many challenges and 
changes, facing uncharted waters and uncertainties.  None more 
difficult and life-changing than what we have been living with for 
more than a year now, during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Through it all, we, as Newfoundlanders and Labradorians,  
have remained positive and committed to our families, friends  
and communities.  

As you read through this 
newsletter you will get to 
meet some of our incredible 
kids and what we hope to 
accomplish during the 2021 
Janeway Telethon.  

Evidence of your continued commitment has certainly been shown 
throughout the past year, when you, our donors, volunteers and 
partners came together during the 2020 Janeway Telethon to help 
raise $2.9 million toward the purchase of a new CT Scan, and again 
this past Christmas, when the Foundation’s first ever 50/50 Lottery 
became one of the most successful lotteries held in the province.  
Your response to our call to help our children’s hospital, and the care 
that it provides, has been overwhelming and a true inspiration.

On June 5th and 6th, during the 2021 Janeway Telethon we know that 
you, our donors, volunteers and partners will, once again, be by our 
side, helping every step of the way.  No matter what happens in our 
lives, our children will always need our help; our Janeway Hospital will 
always need our help.  And we will always be determined to never let 
them down.

On behalf of the Janeway Foundation Team and Board of Directors 
we extend our unwavering gratitude to the Janeway staff and you, 
our donors, volunteers and partners. Your dedication, commitment 
and generosity, continue to be an encouragement to all of us.

Sincerely,

Lynn Sparkes, President and CEO 
Janeway Children’s Hospital Foundation
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2021 Janeway Telethon broadcasting 
Live on NTV June 5th and June 6th 
2020 was the first time in 36 years that the Annual Janeway Telethon 
did not broadcast during the first weekend in June.  Did that date 
change make a difference in the support received from our donors, 
volunteers, staff and crews?  Absolutely Not!!!

Now for the 2021 broadcast, the Janeway Telethon is taking back its 
first weekend in June timeline.

This was not an easy decision to make as we are still living with  
the uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic.  But, we felt that the 
safety plans and protocols that were put in place for the 2020 
Telethon would certainly enable us to continue working towards a 
June broadcast.

 “The Janeway Foundation Board of Directors supports the  
move back to our original Telethon timeline of the first weekend 
in June,” stated Martin Sullivan, Chair, Board of Directors. “The 
Telethon is an enormous endeavour and raises significant monies 
for the Janeway. Achieving last year’s goal was nothing short 
of extraordinary thanks to the generosity of our donors and 
supporters. We hope our Newfoundland and Labrador residents  
will once again rally their support for the Janeway, and  
the healthcare of our province’s children.”

We have many ideas to help you organize 
a fundraising project.

VISIT the ‘Start a Project’ page on our website 
(JanewayFoundation.nf.ca) and get all the info 
you need to make your fundraiser a success! 
Simply click on our fundraising ideas booklet.

SEND your fundraising idea and contact info 
(name, mailing address, phone number) to 
phyllis.kinsman@easternhealth.ca or 709-777-4264.

PROMOTE your fundraising event to your 
team/family/friends. To order Children‘s 
Miracle Network paper balloons, Janeway bu�ons 
or posters, free of charge, contact 
phyllis.kinsman@easternhealth.ca or 709-777-4264.

SHARE your corporate logo (if applicable) and/ or 
photos of your efforts and tag us! — @JanewayNL

Support the 2021 Telethon to 
raise funds for newborn care! 

Interested in making a donation to support the 
2021 Telethon and newborn care?

• Donate online at www.janewayfoundation.nf.ca

• Text JANEWAY to 45678 to donate $20

• Call 709-777-4640 or email 
 janewayfoundation@easternhealth.ca

Join us
For the 37th Annual Janeway Children’s Miracle Network 
Telethon broadcasting Live from NTV, Studio 107.

Visit the Janeway Telethon Page for more information - 
janewayfoundation.nf.ca/telethon

Tune into the Telethon
Saturday, June 5th (On Air 6:30 pm – 9:30 pm) 

Sunday, June 6th (On Air 2:00 pm – 7:00 pm)

https://janewayfoundation.nf.ca/telethon/
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Our Janeway Kids
This year for the 2021 Janeway Telethon you will have the 
opportunity to read about, or see, the stories of some of 
our amazing Janeway Kids. 

Each and every one of our incredible Janeway Kids has a 
story to tell.  From the neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) 
to emergency (ER) – from the most delicate surgeries to 
specialized, much needed treatments – throughout every 
department within the Janeway our “Kids” inspire us with 
their courage  and determination.  
Many of you met Quinn during the 2020 Telethon when 
she took on the role of Janeway Children’s Miracle 
Network Champion.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic Quinn 
was unable to take part in any of the usual Children’s 
Miracle Network events or visit with our donors here in 
Newfoundland and Labrador.  The Janeway Foundation and 
Children’s Miracle Network wanted to ensure that our 2020 
Champions had a special role to play in the 2021 Telethon  
broadcasts, or events held within their  
respective provinces.  

We are excited to announce that Quinn will be joining us 
this year in a very different role, that of Junior Host during 
the 2021 Janeway Telethon.

Follow this link to find out more about our 
2021 Janeway Telethon Kids -  
janewayfoundation.nf.ca/our-stories/our-kids

2021 Telethon Musical Performers
The Janeway Children’s Hospital Foundation is excited to announce 
the line-up of incredible performers who will be joining us for the 
2021 Janeway Telethon.  Thank you all, for giving freely of your time 
and talents, to help support the healthcare of our Newfoundland and 
Labrador children.

Alan Doyle Allison Crowe

Celtic Fiddlers Conway

Cory Tetford Eastern Owl

Jodee Richardson Quote the Raven

Shallaway Youth Choir Sherman Downey

Terra Bruce Productions The Once

Thalia Kinsman and her  
Dad, Paul Kinsman

Follow this link to find out more about the 2021 Telethon 
Musical Performers - janewayfoundation.nf.ca/telethon/
telethon-2021-musical-performances

Alan Doyle

The Once

Celtic Fiddlers

https://janewayfoundation.nf.ca/our-stories/our-kids/
https://janewayfoundation.nf.ca/telethon/telethon-2021-musical-performances/
https://janewayfoundation.nf.ca/telethon/telethon-2021-musical-performances/
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Telethon 2021 Goal
Raise $2.5 million to advance newborn 

care and to upgrade specialized 
surgical equipment.

Upgraded Birthing Bed System 
The birth of a baby can be one of life’s happiest 
moments, but it can sometimes be unpredictable. 
Advancements made in birthing bed technology 
help make the birthing experience safer for 
moms and a�ending staff.

Advanced Birthing Simulator 
Birthing simulators mimic labour problems, high-risk delivery scenarios, and 
many emergencies that arise during birth. Handling these challenges in a 
simulation provides exceptional training that helps save more lives in the 
delivery room.

New Incubators
Designed to provide a safe and 
specially controlled environment, 
incubators with continual monitoring 
are vital in helping our smallest, most 
vulnerable premature babies and our 
ill full-term babies survive
tough beginnings. 

Advanced Neurosurgery Navigation System
The intracranial (within the skull) navigation system (StealthStation S8) is used 
frequently in neurosurgery practice, allowing accurate placement of surgical instruments 
throughout a procedure. With the StealthStation S8, we can continue to provide the 
most up-to-date, gold-standard care to the children of Newfoundland and Labrador.

Advanced Neurosurgery Microscope
Neurosurgical microscopes are intended for the 
illumination and magnification of the surgical area and for 
the support of visualization in surgical procedures 
involving the brain and spinal cord.

Air Transport System
When needed, the NICU’s transport team is 
ready to bring premature, sick and medically 
complex infants to the Janeway.  A specialized 
Air Transport System works as a mobile ICU, 
so newborns are fully supported 
throughout the journey.
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Donations at Work – Providing 
Educational Opportunities Right  
Here at Home
Each year, through the generosity of its donors, the Janeway 
Foundation awards educational and bursary grants, totalling 
$100,000 to our full time staff of the Children’s and Women’s Health 
Program and affiliated Eastern Health staff who work directly with 
Newfoundland and Labrador’s pediatric population . These grants 
have provided significant opportunities for Janeway staff to take 
part in courses and conferences both in Canada and the United 
States, as well as hosting educational opportunities, right here at 
home, whereby allied professionals province-wide, and beyond, can 
register to attend.

Your Donations at Work – The 
Importance of Pediatric Research
"Pediatric research and quality improvement projects have led  
to dramatic developments in child health, and will lead to improved 
health outcomes, not just in childhood but also for future 
generations. Through support from the Janeway Foundation, 
investigator research awards fund projects led by pediatric 
clinicians and other scientists to conduct novel pediatric-related 
research. Research awards also help train and nurture young 
scientists and healthcare trainees through grants available for 
student projects. Over 50 projects are currently ongoing at the 
Janeway Pediatric Research Unit (JPRU), including research on 
COVID-19 and its effects on children, with many of these projects 
supported by Janeway Foundation funding. We are fortunate in 
Newfoundland and Labrador to have the generous support from  
the Janeway Foundation to help fund local pediatric research 
 in our province."

Dr. Leigh Anne Newhook 
Director  
Janeway Pediatric Research Unit

Message of Thanks from  
Children’s Miracle Network 
Champions - Canada
In 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic our Children’s Miracle 
Network Champions across Canada, were unable to take part in 
CMN events or events within their respective provinces.  Each 
of the children’s hospitals across Canada and CMN wanted to 
ensure that our 2020 Champions continued their reign for 2021.  
This year, each of these incredible kids will  
have special roles to play within their Foundations.

Each of our Canadian Champions have spent a great deal of 
their young lives in pediatric health centres, being cared for 
by their dedicated healthcare teams. Wanting to show their 
appreciation for healthcare professionals, support staff and all 
those on the frontline during the COVID-19 pandemic, Children’s 
Miracle Network Canada brought Champions from across 
the country together for a united message of thanks. From 
seven year old Brayden in Burnaby, BC to our very own Quinn 
Schmiedendorf in Torbay, NL, their shared message is that, 
together we’ll get through this and most of all, “We  
appreciate you!”

Follow this link to watch a special  
message from our Champions to frontliners -  
youtu.be/SFnFvhi-Teo

Quinn Schmiedendorf

Janeway Children’s 
Miracle Network 
Champion

https://youtu.be/SFnFvhi-Teo
https://youtu.be/SFnFvhi-Teo
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Sobeys Child & Youth Mental  
Health Initiative
In August 2020 Canada’s Children’s Hospital Foundations (CCHF) 
launched a groundbreaking partnership with Sobeys Inc. and 
the Sobey Foundation to address the critical need for early 
interventions in child and youth mental health. “A Family of Support” 
Child and Youth Mental Health Initiative will fund local mental 
health programs to support specific provincial needs at 13 Canadian 
children’s hospitals, one of which is the Janeway Children’s Health 
and Rehabilitation Centre. 

“Partnerships like this matter,” said Mark Hierlihy, President and 
CEO, Canada’s Children’s Hospital Foundations. “Mental health 
challenges continue to pose an enormous threat to Canadian 
families from coast to coast and children and youth are among the 
most vulnerable. Sobeys has recognized the importance of this issue 
in communities where their employees live and work and, as a family-
focused company, want to invest in a national initiative focused on 
child and youth mental health.” 

Children, youth, and families struggling with mental health 
challenges routinely visit children’s hospitals for support. As a 
result, children’s hospitals face an unprecedented demand for their 
services in mental health. Early interventions for children, youth and 

their families are key to preventing long-term struggles with mental 
illness. Unfortunately, the impacts of COVID-19 have resulted in an 
even greater need for child and youth mental health services. 

“Now, perhaps more than any other time in recent history, people 
need to know that there are forces hard at work to carve out a clear 
path for mental health care and education,” said Heather Sobey-
Connors, Chair of the Sobey Family Council and Sobey Foundation 
Trustee.  “For too long, the path has been littered with obstacles 
and challenges for Canadian families. We have a responsibility to 
come together and be there for our children, and act as a dedicated 
support system to ensure they are not alone.” 

Canada’s children’s hospitals see over 5,000 children and youth 
each day and are home to world-leading experts whose research 
aims to put new knowledge and tools in the hands of frontline 
child healthcare providers. The children’s hospitals depend on the 
support of community partners to spearhead a long overdue shift 
in our healthcare system, one that will promote healthier and more 
resilient families for generations to come. 

For a full summary of all 13 programs, please visit -   
www.afamilyofsupport.com

The 2021 In-Store Campaign 
for the Sobeys Child & Youth 

Mental Health Initiative will 
run from September 9 – 23.  
Here in Newfoundland and 

Labrador Sobeys banner 
stores also include Foodland, 

Lawtons and Needs.

https://www.afamilyofsupport.com/
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Our Province’s Youth – Helping to 
Make a Difference
Janeway Youth Advisory Council

Sarah Critch, Regional Program Consultant, and Paula Dalley, 
Departmental Program Coordinator, with the Janeway Children’s 
Health & Rehabilitation Centre are heading a new initiative, The 
Youth Advisory Council.

The Youth Advisory Council is made up of 10 - 12 youth (aged 12 – 18 
years), familiar with the healthcare services provided by the 
Janeway.

The purpose of the council is to help improve the quality of 
care of child health services by engaging youth familiar with 
healthcare services delivered at the Janeway Children’s Health and 
Rehabilitation Centre:

•  giving them an active voice regarding healthcare services  
 delivered at the Janeway 
• empowering them as valued contributors in the decision-making  
 process to improve patient experience 
• providing them with the opportunity to influence positive change  
 at the Janeway to benefit youth and their supporters

For more information regarding The Youth Advisory Council 
please visit - www.easternhealth.ca/cwh

Thank you, Lynn!
Congratulations on  
your Retirement!
On Friday, June 11th , Lynn Sparkes, President & CEO is retiring 
after 19 years with the Janeway Children’s Hospital Foundation.
We have worked with Lynn for many years and have seen 
firsthand the heart and effort she has put into her role each 
and every day. Her determination to lead the Foundation’s 
mandate to enhance the healthcare of our Newfoundland and 
Labrador children has been inspirational and motivating.

http://www.easternhealth.ca/cwh

