NEWSLETTER

Asking Santa for what is
really important!

WINTER 2021
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Nathan went to the ER at the Janeway when he was five for stitches
and once when he was a newborn for a pretty scary fever, but at
the time the Janeway wasn’t a part of our everyday lives. The fact
that a seven year old knew how important it was to help the people

In early December 2019, months before I knew that the role of

at the Janeway was surprising to me. And the fact that he would use

President and CEO of the Janeway Foundation was going to be

up the oh-so-valuable Santa letter to ask him to help, was the most

opening up, my then seven year old son came home from school

heart-warming thing my little boy had ever done.

with his letter to Santa.

I have since learned that here at the Janeway Foundation, this

Now Nathan Dutton has always been a planner — and his Christmas

happens all the time. Children give their birthday money, hold

list is no exception. He starts talking about what he might ask for

lemonade stands, make and sell bracelets… all to help sick and

next year before this year's letter hits the sorting facility. But this

injured kids that they have never met. And that many, many children

letter brought me to tears.

in Newfoundland and Labrador use their Santa letters every year

"Dear Santa,

to ask him to help the Janeway. I get chills every time I hear another
story of a caring, compassionate young philanthropist.

Hi Santa and my elf Elfie. My name is Nathan Dutton

These superheroes are some of the most inspiring people I have

and I want you to help people at the Janeway.

ever met. They're showing the rest of us what the season is really

I will help too.
Love, Nathan D."

about. They are inspiring us to do more to help the kids.
This holiday season, let's all encourage Santa to help the kids of
the Janeway. Adults still have a lot of pull with the jolly guy!

He wanted to use his ask of Santa to help the kids. When I asked him
how he would help, he said he would give the Janeway his money.
I have worked for charities my whole career so we have talked a

Warmly,

lot about why it's important to help people, and I know that he sees
this at home… that the best way that our family can help people is
to donate.
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Rebecca Dutton
President and CEO
Janeway Children’s
Hospital Foundation

PAGE 2 OF 8

The Janeway's Superhero Fundraiser
Extraordinaire, Ailish Slaney,
honoured by the Association of
Fundraising Professionals.

Ailish plays a very active role in her fundraising by motivating and

On November 15, 2021, fourteen year old Ailish Slaney was

She reminds everyone why the Janeway is important and why she is

recognized as the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP),

so grateful to the hospital.

Outstanding Fundraising Volunteer of the Year. Congratulations
to an incredible young lady, whose generous spirit and kind

inspiring her family. Her parents say she has such an appreciation
and love of life, and this spills over in everything she does. She
inspires not only her family, but also her friends, and the community,
to give what they can to her project to support the Janeway
Telethon and kids like her.

Thank you, Ailish.

heart is an inspiration to all.
Courageous, determined and inspiring! Passionate and kind!
These are just a few of the words that describe Ailish Slaney.
Ailish was just seven years old when she was diagnosed with

Ailish with her parents,
Rodney and Cathy Slaney

medulloblastoma, a fast-growing cancerous brain tumour.
Ailish described it at the time as a “bump on my brain”.
Through emergency brain surgery to remove the tumour and months
of intense radiation and chemotherapy treatments, Ailish remained
positive, saying to her doctors “Let’s do what we have to do.”
And for Ailish, doing what we have to do also included helping other
Janeway kids. It was during all of this that she came up with her
incredible fundraising idea, “Ailish’s Annual Pancake Breakfast”.
She was determined! She was going to beat cancer and she was
going to help all the kids at the Janeway who are sick like she was.
That first year, in addition to the breakfast, she sold tickets, opened

Ailish’s Cheque
Presentation, 2015

a lemonade stand, collected recycling and sought support from
corporate and community sponsors. All in all, she was thrilled to
present more than $13,500 during the 2015 Janeway Telethon!!
Now at 14, Ailish is cancer free! She proudly rang the bell in 2020
to celebrate this victory. And “Ailish’s Annual Pancake Breakfast”
fundraiser is going strong. Over the past eight years Ailish’s
project has raised over $73,000 for the Janeway Hospital.

 View Ailish’s Story

 View Ailish’s Interview on NTV
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Take a moment to put your heart in
the Janeway this holiday season.
Nathan Windsor says “Merry Christmas” at any time of
the year — he might wake up in July and say it! It is one of his
favourite ways to greet and thank people.

At the Janeway there is an urgent need
to purchase nine new, state-of-the-art
defibrillators at a cost of $16,000 each.
These defibrillators are vital to ensure that our healthcare

Nathan was born with Down syndrome, congenital heart disease

heroes have the best tools they need, when and where they

and a tethered spinal cord. The first three months of Nathan’s life

are needed, to save the lives of kids in every area of the

were spent in the Janeway’s NICU. At ten and fourteen days old,

hospital – be it Emergency, Surgery or the Pediatric Intensive

Nathan underwent two major abdominal surgeries to repair bowel

Care Unit.

obstructions and have his appendix removed. Nathan now visits the
Janeway up to 30 times a year for check-ups in cardiology, audiology,
neurology and sessions in development and rehabilitation.
“Children like Nathan who have congenital heart disease, are at a
higher risk for having abnormal heart rhythms,” says Dr. Gail Cowan,
Janeway Clinical Chief and Pediatric Anesthesiologist. “When he
undergoes even minor procedures, defibrillators become a vital
piece of equipment to have available - managing any problem that
may occur. In life-threatening emergencies defibrillators need to be
up-to-date and accessible at all times.”

We know this goal is a big one. But, it is very well known that
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians have the biggest hearts
in the country, and that together, we can reach this goal.
Can you find it in your heart to make a holiday gift to the
Janeway today? Your gift will go to work right away helping
the tiny and precious hearts in our hospital, right now.
Precious hearts like Nathan’s.
Please take a moment today to make your gift
to help purchase these new state-of-the-art

DONATE
TODAY

defibrillators to save more lives.
If you wish, you can add a special message in the comments

Nathan Windsor
 View Nathan’s Story

box on our online donation form. Your messages will be
shared with kids, families and also our healthcare heroes!
Wishing you and your loved ones a happy, healthy and
joyous holiday season.

Janeway Children’s Hospital Foundation
300 Prince Philip Drive, St. John’s A1B 3V6

janewayfoundation@easternhealth.ca
709-777-4640
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Faces of the Janeway
The Janeway Staff are the heartbeat of the hospital. They are
our frontline heroes. And so much more.
“The staff of the Janeway are a gift to the children and people
of Newfoundland and Labrador.”
Kaleb’s Dad, Sheldon Slaney

Kaleb Slaney
 View Kaleb's Story
Kaleb Slaney is no stranger to the Janeway.
On September 14, 2018, Kaleb rang the bell outside of
Medical Day Care. He was cancer-free. As Kaleb said,
“I slayed the dragon”.

Heartwarming Memories of Kaleb’s
10th Birthday (from Mom, Nicole)

Share your Story
Do you have a special Janeway story or memories

Kaleb was a little disappointed that his 10th birthday would

to share?

be spent at the Janeway having his tonsils removed. But, the

Do you have a child who has been, or is now being

incredible Janeway staff had a plan that we knew nothing about.

cared for at the Janeway?

When Kaleb walked through the doors of day surgery, he was

Were you a Janeway patient?

greeted by the staff singing Happy Birthday. He was then whisked

We would love to hear from you!

away to the surgery floor where he was welcomed with gifts and
birthday wishes from the Janeway nurses and doctors. They may

Please follow this link to “Share your Story”

not have been able to see Kaleb’s face through his mask, but they
could tell that he was smiling from ear to ear. Kaleb felt like a king.

janewayfoundation.nf.ca/share-your-story

When Kaleb arrived in his room after surgery, birthday celebrations

If you have any questions, please contact the
Foundation by calling us at 709-777-4640

continued. The Child Life staff arrived with streamers, banners

or email Janeway.foundation@easternhealth.ca

and gifts, with another rendition of Happy Birthday ringing through
the halls.
As a mom, I was overwhelmed with delight and gratitude.
The Janeway staff, again, went above and beyond for a child.
They made Kaleb’s birthday exciting, fun and memorable.

We are also on YouTube

We cannot thank them enough for going out of their way to

To view Telethon stories and features visit the Foundation’s

make Kaleb feel special.

YouTube channel at youtube.com/janewayfoundation

 @JanewayNL

 @janeway.foundation

 @JanewayNL

 @janeway-children-s-hospital-foundation
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“The great thing about Dominion’s
Give a Little, Help a Lot is how it
brings together so many people
in our communities, participating
in a single goal — to provide the
best possible care for our Janeway
kids. The support of the Dominion
Team and their customers is an
inspiration to the work we do.”

Give a Little, Help a Lot
Dominion has been a dedicated supporter of the Janeway for the
past 8 years, rallying their amazing community and raising funds
annually to provide children and their families with access to the best
equipment, technology and healthcare right here in Newfoundland
and Labrador — Janeway kids like Gwen and Avery Brothers.
In 2013 Dominion launched the Give a Little, Help a Lot Campaign
in our province. This is a national fundraising campaign where
Dominion’s incredible customers donate $2 at the checkouts
to support their local children’s hospital. Dominion staff hold
grassroots fundraisers, such as barbecues and bake sales to
make this initiative the huge success it is!
 View Gwen and Avery's Story

Janeway Kids, Gwen and Avery Brothers, with their mom,
Erin, were on hand to celebrate the 2021 Give a Little,
Help a Lot Launch on July 21. Gwen and Avery were born at
25 weeks gestation and spent 128 days in the
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at the Janeway.
Twenty-eight years earlier, their dad, Matthew,
was also a patient in the Janeway NICU.

Carmella Butland
Manager, Corporate Development
Janeway Foundation
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Help Support the
Janeway Foundation
A Little Good Deed Could
Lead to a Big Win!
EarlyBird

Prizes:
Grand Prize Draw Date: January 28, 2022

Visit janeway5050.ca for details

The Janeway Foundation’s Festive
50/50 is BACK, and it’s going to be
bigger and better than ever.

Get your tickets early to also get a chance to win one of these

This holiday season, a little good deed could lead to a very big win!

Each ticket purchased by January 10 gives you a chance to win

Last year’s jackpot reached over $318,000 with half of the total

Two Economy Class return tickets to any Air Canada scheduled

going to the winner and half benefiting the Janeway. Those funds

destination in North America including Hawaii, Mexico and the

purchased vital equipment for the Janeway providing the best tools

Caribbean (generously donated by the Air Canada Foundation).

for our amazing healthcare heroes.
As Newfoundland and Labrador’s BIGGEST stand-alone 50/50 ever,
you won't want to miss it! Each ticket purchased by January 26
(at 11:59 pm) gives you a chance to win the Grand Prize.

amazing Early Bird Prizes.
Each ticket purchased by December 20 gives you a chance to
win the $10,000 cash early bird prize.

The grand prize draw date is January 28th, 2022.
Visit janeway5050.ca. Thank you for your support!
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Each and every day you make
a difference in the healthcare of
our province’s children.
The Janeway is your hospital. Through your kindness and
generosity you have made it a first-class healthcare facility
— a home away from home — for our sick and injured children.
You continue to show our Janeway children, their families and
medical team that they are not alone. You are right there with
them every step of the way.
Your donations have not only funded the latest in medical
equipment, you have supported pediatric research and
continuing educational grants to keep the Janeway healthcare
teams up-to-date on new technologies and treatments. All to
provide the children of Newfoundland and Labrador with the

Critical Care Cribs
These cribs are helping the Janeway team
provide intensive care to kids with the most
complex conditions. All four sides of the
crib can be lowered to give doctors and
nurses easy access. Monitors, pumps and
ventilators can be attached to the corners
of the crib, when needed.

Neurosurgery Microscope
Operating microscopes are vital to the
success of many of the most difficult surgeries.
At the Janeway the neurosurgery microscope
helps to light and magnify deeper areas for
surgeries on the brain, spinal cord and spine.

best healthcare possible.

Adaptive Bikes

You help to purchase vital pieces of equipment used every day at

It’s always fun to ride a bike! The staff of the

the Janeway. Here is just a glimpse of some of that equipment.

Janeway development and rehab work with
many kids who have mobility difficulties.
Kids get a great sense of freedom riding

For information about this past year and how you make
a difference, here are links to the Janeway Foundation’s
Annual Report and Audited Financial Statements.
2020/2021 Annual Report
janewayfoundation.nf.ca/annual-report
2020/2021 Audited Financial Statements
janewayfoundation.nf.ca/Financial20-21

adaptive bikes, helping them to move on
their own, while strengthening their balance,
coordination and other skills.

The hearts of Newfoundlanders and
Labradorians have been with the Janeway for
more than 50 years, helping to give our children
their childhoods back.
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The Janeway Foundation received
our largest single donation of
$2,000,000 as part of Thistledown
Foundation’s $26 million gift to
Canada’s children’s hospitals.
On November 18, Canada’s Children’s Hospital Foundations (CCHF)
together with Children’s Healthcare Canada (CHC) were thrilled to
announce a $26 million investment from Thistledown Foundation

“Thank you to the Thistledown Foundation for this spectacular
gift and for supporting kids and their families in Newfoundland
and Labrador,” said Rebecca Dutton, President and CEO, Janeway
Children's Hospital Foundation. “This is the largest single gift that
the Janeway Foundation has ever received and will go to work right
away enhancing pediatric cancer care — it will truly save lives.
Even though there are big needs, we are often challenged to be able
to make large investments like this because of the substantial day
to day needs that are supported by our amazing donors. Such gifts
allow us to do big things and will make a transformational
difference well into the future.”

to support Canada’s 13 acute care children’s hospitals across the
country, including the Janeway Children’s Health and Rehabilitation
Centre. This historic gift recognizes the immense impact of the
pandemic on Canadian children, youth, and their families.
“Through this gift, our hope is that children across Canada will
have the best possible care to enable them to feel better soon and
get back to the important job of being kids,” said Fiona McKean,
co-founder and Chair of Thistledown Foundation, a private
charitable foundation established by Fiona McKean and
Tobias Lütke, CEO of Shopify.
For millions of children and youth who have experienced extended
school closures, delays in access to essential social, community
and healthcare services, and physical separation from friends and
family, the pandemic has had both direct and indirect impacts on
their health and well-being. Deferred or delayed access to child
development services, mental healthcare, surgical and other
diagnostic services can have devastating and long-term impacts
on children’s health outcomes.
"We are absolutely delighted with this unprecedented gift of
$2 million, which will be used to support the enhancement of
pediatric cancer care for the children of the province," said Collette
Smith, Vice President of Clinical Services and Human Resources,
Eastern Health and Board Member (Ex-Officio), Janeway Children’s
Hospital Foundation. "It is our goal for children to have access to
the highest quality and safest care possible, and we thank the
Thistledown Foundation for their generosity and commitment to
children within Newfoundland and Labrador and across Canada."

A huge thank you from the
Janeway Kids in Newfoundland
and Labrador. Thank you for
helping us get better.

